
March 12, 2025   

 
The Honorable Dick Anderson    The Honorable Boomer Wright  
State Senator       State Representative 
900 Court St NE, S-303     900 Court St NE, H-372 
Salem, OR 97301      Salem, OR 97301 
 
RE: Opposition to the Proposed Overlapping Super Health District and Forced Redistribution 
of Services  

 
Dear Senator Anderson and Representative Wright, 

As Chief Executive Officer of Lower Umpqua Hospital District, I am writing to strongly oppose 
the proposal being circulated by United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 555 
regarding the future of Bay Area Hospital (BAH) and its potential impact on healthcare 
access in Coos, Curry  and Douglas counties. While we recognize the financial challenges 
BAH is facing, the proposed solution — the creation of a new multi-county health district that 
would overlap existing, independently governed health districts without first allowing 
residents a vote on whether it should exist—is unacceptable.  

The UFCW proposal suggests that the legislature pass a bill combining the hospital districts 
of Lower Umpqua Hospital, Curry General Hospital, Southern Coos Health, Coquille Valley 
Hospital, and Bay Area Hospital into a single “Super” Health District without a vote of the 
people This fundamentally undemocratic maneuver would force our constituents— many of 
whom already struggle with rising living costs—to accept a new government structure that 
they did not approve.  

 Additionally, the proposal openly states that profitable service lines from the four rural 
hospitals would be transferred to BAH to improve its financial position. This would severely 
impact hospitals like ours that rely on these services to maintain financial stability. We 
subsidize essential services in our community such as ambulance services and access to 
primary care though the profits made through other services. Furthermore, this action would 
create an undue burden on patients, who would be forced to travel unnecessarily for care 
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that is currently available locally. This approach sets a dangerous precedent, stripping 

communities of their ability to decide their own healthcare future. 

We support a viable solution for BAH, but not at the expense of ours and other communities. 

We fully support efforts to stabilize Bay Area Hospital, but we believe solutions must be 

equitable, transparent, and respect the autonomy of local health districts. Rushing into a 

forced regionalization scheme-while stripping healthcare services away from stable, locally 

controlled hospitals-is not the answer. Furthermore, it is important to highlight that Bay Area 

Hospital (BAH) has a viable alternative to this drastic action and is actively engaged in 

negotiations with Quorum Health to explore sustainable solutions. 

We urge you to oppose any legislation that would: 

• Create a new health district that overlaps existing, independent health districts without

first allowing residents to vote on whether they want to be included.

• Forcibly shift revenue-generating and profitable services away from financially stable

hospitals to BAH, jeopardizing the ability of rural hospitals to sustain critical healthcare

services and creating unnecessary travel burdens for patients.

• Propose new property taxes on residents of Coos, Curry, and Douglas counties to bail out

BAH.

We appreciate your leadership and commitment to protecting local control and accessible 

healthcare in Southwest Oregon. We ask for your continued support in preserving the 

integrity of local healthcare districts and ensuring that any solution for BAH does not come at 

the expense of the residents and hospitals that have successfully managed their own 

resources. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you would like to discuss this matter further. 

� 
John Chivers 

Chief Executive Officer 

541.271.6313 
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Attachment: UFCW Packet 
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